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So Atoms dancing round the Centre, : 


They urge, made all Things at a Venture. 


Prior. 
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TUESDAY, JULY 22. 1739. 





ublifh’d in N° 70, comes out of the Man-in- 


T HE following Letter, which is an Anfwer to that 
she-Moon's Magazine, and is part of hisCollection. 


Correfpondence defign’d for no 
other View, but to endeavour at 
the Difcovery of Truth, will, to 
me, be more entertaining, than 
any other Subject : But your: 
Letter containing Matters, in 
W their Nature, of the greateft 
y Confequence, abftracted from 
¢its being ever neceffary, in all Points, to defend the 
‘Truth, makes me fomewhat late in my Anfwer; not — 
‘that I was not fix’d in my Principles at the time I re- 
‘ceived yours, but that I rather chofe, at my Leifure, 
‘to confider what you wrote, that if you had ftarted: 

any effential Opinion, different from my own, I 
‘might either, have an Opportunity of anfwering your 
‘Reafons; or, if I could not, of acknowledging I 
‘had learn’d what I did not believe before. 

Ty your Letter,-you recapitulate a Converfation, 
¢rather than a Difpute, which happen’d between us, 
‘and I think you feem fo much to have fettled my 
‘Principles from that flight Converfation, that it is 
become almoft neceflary for me to ftate them myfelf; 
‘that you may fee, I can think differently when called 
‘upon inaferious manner, from what may be judged 
‘my Thoughts, when collected from a very random 
* Convertation. 3 

‘Bur, firft, to ftate my Opinion, I verily believe 
‘that fomething did exift from all Eternity: Call this 
‘God, the World, or whatever elfe you pleafe (for I 
‘fhall never fight for Words) that Something which 
‘did fo exift from all Eternity, I conceive to be the 
‘Supreme Being. It is a neceflary Confequence, then, 
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.* that all which now exifts, muft have been part of, or 


‘have proceeded from, this Supreme Being. I believe 
‘it is hardly neceflary to ask you, Whether Matter can 
‘ever be thought to have proceeded from nothing ? If 
“you allow me this, then, of confequence, Fmutt in- 
“ter, that the Supreme Being was MATTER IMBIBED 
‘WITH A PROPER VEGITATION. © How this Wlat- 
‘ter happen’d to be at all, is more than I can tell.:+~ 
“But that it is, appears. 

“Here, for the prefent, I top fhort, till I can hear 
‘your Anfwer, or Obfervations, upon what I have now 
“faid to be the Supreme Being ; and then, as it hap- 
‘pens, 1 may {ay more: But as, in your Letter, you 
“teeni'd to think me a very honeft Man, without 
‘having any Reafon for being fo, I think it may be 
‘necefiary to fhew you, that a Man who has ever 
‘thought satheratically, that is, reafonably, may be 
‘as honeft as the Religionift: 

©A Man who thinks mathematically, then, will eafily 
“find, that the whole (be it what it will) fubfifts only 
* from the Relation which each part of fuch Whole has 
‘to the other: He finds, that the Decay of each Part, 
‘unlefs another be put in the Place of juch Part, will 
‘immediately weaken the Whole ; and that the Decay 
of many Parts mutt be the Ruin of the Whole. 

“THERE are a certain Number of Materials, fuch 
“as Wood, Stone, Brick, Gc. in every Houfe: But 
“then, this Wood, Stone, Brick, @e. unlefs placed 
’ Properly, fo that each Material depend upon the other, 
_ Will not compote this Houfe. _I mention this only to» 
‘ fhew you, that the Whole muft depend upon the Re- 

lation which each Part of the Whole has to the other. 
«iT can be no Offence to refemble, for the prefent 
“Purpofe, the World toa Houfe, and then we find a 
_ General Intelligency throughout the Whole; a greater 
_ Beauty, and Harmony, than can be otherwife con- 
ceived; and, as | am fure what I have before ad- 
vanced with refpect to a Houfe, muft have equal 
Force with retpect to the World, it becomes equally 
heceflary fot every Part of this World to do its Ot- 


€ 


“fice. That Man is Part of this World, is certain : 
“What is his Office? ‘Todo the bef for him/felf, to 
« fupport his Neighbour, and to raife Children, who, 


“when he fhall become the decay’d ‘Part, ae 
I don’t tell you, a Man is‘nor required to » 


* his Place. 
*do more, but that is a diftant Confideration. 


*“FroM hence.it appears, a Man who thinks ma- - 


“thematically, asI called him at firft, muft be honeft; 
© becaufe, a Man who is otherwife, muft do Harm to 
“himfelf or Neighbour, and that would beuewhcxing’, 
“a Part of the Whote. pte vs 

‘You may naturally fay, Every Matrdoes not think, 
“mathematically; and tig muft this Man be honeft ? 
‘To this I anfwer, ‘That I am fpeaking’ only of Men 
‘who do think fome way or other: And if ‘he think 
“naturally, he muft find, that every Man who has done 
‘any difhoneft A&, cannot be employ’d akin; and 
therefore Intereft will make thefe fort of Men honeft. 
© But as to thofe who do not think in this manner, Re- 
‘ligion is the beft Motive. Do dl, and do not repent, 
Sand jou fball be damn’d. Repent, and do better, 
© you fhall be faved. : 

“I agree with you, that a right way of thinkin 
“ought to be Man’s firft and deareft Concern ; and» 
“therefore I faid, Further than we [aw we could not 
“go; or, in other Terms more adaptable to our prefent 
* Difpute, We deceive ourfelves if we fay we believe 
‘what we can’t comprehend, What you fay further 
“in relation to the World, in the fame Paragraph, is, 
‘according to my Sentiments, viz. That the World 
is. How this World was made, is not in the leafta 
* clear Point with me: But as nothing can produce no- 


‘thing, it feems the moft near Truth, if not foin rea- - 


“lity, that the World did exift eternally. How then 


“can Chance be excluded, as it isno waysconcerned — 


‘in theCreation of the World? You fay indeed, for 
‘me, That: the World might or might not have been: 
“and then Chance abfolutely reigns: But this is not 
‘my Opinion, for the Reafons before-mentioned. 

; © Bur to explain what I mean by Chance. 

 THrRe are many Actions in my Life fo very indif- 
‘ferent, that itis equal whether [do them ornot. Se- 
* yeral things may be fo ay well done by different 
‘ways, that none will give himfelf the Trouble of 
* thinking one Moment, which way he fhall do them. 


_ ¥© For example, Iamto vifit a Friend in the next Street ; 


© Is itavorth my while to think and confider, orre Mo- 
"ment, what Stone I thall-fet my Foot upon, fince my 
* Intent is only to go to my Friend’s Pont which [ 
* may do as well by treading upon one Stone as ano- 
“ther, when no vifible Danger is in the ‘Way: Will 
* not the World allow, then, that it is accidental, or by 
* Chance, that I tread upon this Stone, and not upon 
* the other, fince it is a‘l'King fo immaterial? Aind if 
* immy Patiage to my Friend's Houfe, I happen to be 
* killed:by the Fall of a Tile, which might have been 
“prevented, it may be, by my ftepping fix Inches on 
“one Side: Can all the Reafoning’in Be World con- 
‘vince me, that my Death was not accidental, or by. 
“Chance ? {ince my going fix Inches fitther from. or 
“nearerto, the Houfe, was fo very immaterial, that no 
* Man in his Senfes will think one Moment on it, when 
“no Danger appears. F gies. 
As to your long Reafoning, to convince me, that 
* it is very natural for a Manto chufe, among number- 
* lefs zoclayenenes thar of Architeéture; that it is 
“natural to build a Houfe; that it is matural for the 
: Materials of a Houfe to decay, and-that 2 Man may 
_ very poffibly go that Way at the Jumdture'‘of time that 
a decayed Material fhall fall; How’ does it deftroy 
Chance? Since you mutt confefs, that ‘his going 
; three or four Inches further ftom, or nearer to, the 
; Houfe, was purely accidental; by Chance. When 
_ We walk, we cither pick our Way, upon Confidera- 
_ on, to avoid’ Dirt or Danger -forefeen ; or, if nei- 
_ ther Cafe happens, it muft be allow’d pretty acci- 
* dental, as t fax before, upon which Spot of Ground 
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Tue Replicant, my Readets will tave obferyed; 
has, as it generally ha among Difputants, ‘expa- 
tiated alittle, from the fir/t Point of Debate (Chance) 
and ftarted new'Matter. But, as I confider the Poirits 
touched in the yc - _ tg or vent, 
leading to grand Pile of Morality, Virtue, which 
T intend to ae i entirely from the Material of An- 
tiquity, \ prefent them with fo much the more Plea- 
{ure to,smy Reader’s Eye, as fuch Views ferve naturally 
to prepare the Sight for a /enjible Contemplation of 
the Pile itfelf. 

The Author of the above Letter having infifted, 
before he proceeded further, on having the Obferva- 
tions, or Anfwer of his Opponent, on his Definition 

the Supreme Being; I fhall fill up the Remainder. of 
this Day’s Paper, that Part of the Reply that re- 
lates to that Point, referving his further Contideration 
of Chance to another. 


SiR 
¥ H AVING confider'd your Letter attentively, 
. and at my Leifure, I fhall now anfwer it m 
“the beft manner I amable, and with the fame Free- 
<dom which I ufed in my firft. 

“IN the firft place then, I am very glad to find your 
“Thoughts, when ferioufly called upon to explain 
“them, are different from what they appeared to me 
“to be, from that {mall Converfation we had. 

“I could have wifhed you would have contented 
“vourfelf with laying down fimply, that there is a 
«God, a. Being endued with perfect Wifdom and 
“Goodnels, without going fo far as to decide what 
“that fupreme Being is; for I do not really think 
“fuch a Decifion within the Reach of Human Facul- 
€ ties. That we can difcover that there are fuch. and 
€fuch Attributes in the Divinity, by making the pro- 
“per Ufe of our Faculties, that I can eatily allow, 
“and do readily agree to; but that we can go on and 
‘fay, fuch is, and muft be the Divinity, {eems to me 
‘to be ing too great Lengths, and out of our Reach. 
©T could therefore have wifhed you had ftopt in the 
© Belicf of a Deity, and not gone to define what he 
“is: But fince you have defined that Being, and ex- 
“pect my Anfwer, or Obfervations, before you go 
* any farther, upon what you now fay to be the Su- 
© preme Being, | fhall briefly give it. 

‘Thus ftands your Speen g 

© Something did exift from all Eternity. 

© That Something you conceive to be the Supreme 


¢ 
me, Al that now exifts muft have been Part of,, or 
© proceeded from this Supreme Being. But as 
© Matter can never be thought to have proceeded 
“from nothing. Ergo, — “eT 
‘The Supreme Being is Matter imbibed with a 
“proper Vegetation. . ) 
© Ar the latter End of your Letter, you add, 
‘The World is, 
* €How it was made is no clear Point with you. 
But as ; 
¢ Nothing can produce nothing, it feems moft 
€near Truth, if not fo in Reality, that the World 
“did exift eternally. | , 
me OF courfe a I muft draw this Inference, That 
‘as there cannot be two Somethings exifting from all 
£ Eternity, and as the World is eternal, the World is 
£ God, or Matter imbibed with @ proper Vegetation, 
© as u call it a little -hi . 
© take it for that you mean that the 
-€ World ever was what it is now, with refpect to its 
- ©natural Parts; that is, that from all Eternity, there 
was in the World. as there now is, Men, Beatts, 
¢Rirds, Fithes, Infedts and Plants. 
© Rither then the.Race of Men, Beafts, Birds, 
¢ Fithes, Infeéts and Plants is eternal, or they have 
© been Created. 
; ri 9 hard to conceive them to be from Eternity, 
_ ©theig very Natures, and the Manner of their Con- 


. ; ning. 
ie cate | by whom, from what, and 
“when? For even the vegetable World has its Law 
€ of Production: A Tree, or a Plant will not {pring 
 deghe the Earth, unlefs there be a Seed in thar 
* Pico then fall we 


Pero xi we clear up thofe Marters; the 
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; jecture, founded however om your De! nition, and 
syou May patromrZze or leave if, as you fhall approve 
of its Or not. ; Syi 
_»*Gop, according to your em, or the World 
© is Matter vabibed waitB a pts Vesetation ae 
“Word I mitt beg leave to explain by Life ‘aad In. 
« selligence';, for Lite and Intelligences in the Wori4 
‘and of courfe, according to your Propofition, ¢. 
“ther proceeds from, or is Part of God—Veverarion 
is a leffer Sore of Life generally afcribed to Plants 
‘Trees, gc. according to the Idea we fix on thar 


— ©“Wotd. 


“THe World then, or God, being compofed gf 
* three Principles, Lite, Intelligence, and Matter exifts 
* from all Eternity. 

“THE Parts of this World then are compofed 
“more or lefs of thefe three Principles, and exiit yp.’ 
‘ der certain Laws eftablifhed in their different Na. 

tures. 

“ETeRNAL the Living Parts of the World, tha 
“is, Man, Beafts, Birds, Fifhes, Infects, Plants, can- 
“not be of themfelves for the Reafons above-men. 
‘tion’d. They werethen created. When? from] 
‘Eternity, or ata certain Time? The firft is abfurd 
‘ for Creation implies a certain Moment. From what 
“then were they created? From the three Principles 
“ compoting the Creator ; fo that by this Account in 
‘ the created there was nothing new, nothing but what 
‘ was betore actually exifting in the Creator God. or 
“the World. Before this Point, this A/raof Creation 
€ then, the World or God exifted, according to our Hy- 
‘ pothetis thus, Life, Intelligence, and a Chaos of Mat- 
‘ter; for take the living Parts from the World, What 
‘remains but a Lump of ina€Five Matter ? Thus indeed 
£ you fave the Objection of a Creation from nothine 
‘and {till maintain the Eternity of the material World. 
“bur here will arife much greater Difficulties, and 
* Inconfittancies ; for thus {tands the Reafoning now. 

“THERE was a Time, before the diving and intell;- 
‘ gent Parts of the World exifted in diftiné Beings, as 
“they do now; becaufe, thefe diftinét Beings not be- 
‘ing of themielves eternal, they muft have been cte- 
‘ated or formed, and that not from all Eternity, bur 
‘ within Time, as has been proved before. 





‘Eternity has no Limit) may have ions of 
© Years, God or the World mutt have exifted thus: © 


“BEFORE this Atra then of agri febich (as 
\ * + 


‘Lire, Intelligence, and Chaos of Matter; and - 3 


“what is {till more, this Chaos of Matter muft have. 


‘ exifted till the Creation,. diftinct, un-influenced, and : P 


“confequently independent of the other two Prin- © 
‘ciples; for that Moment that Life and Intelligence ‘ 
© animate Matter, itceafes to be a Chaos, and becomes ' 
©a beautiful, orderly, regular Thing. How then fhill 
© we reconcile the Entity of Deity, one Part of which 
‘(according to our prelent Hypothefis) exifted from 
all Eternity, abffract from the others, and indepen- 
“den: of them, and confequently muft be looked up- 
“on as a ditterent Being: For that which exits ab- 
€ ftractedly ‘and independently from another, is dif- 
‘ferent fromit. Here then we prove two Somethings 
‘exifting trom Eternity: A ‘Thing inf irfelf abiurd. 
“One may as well fay, there are two izfixite Spaces. 

* BEsIDEs, it is impoffible to imagine, thar there, 
“where Life exilted trom Eternity, there likewile 
© fhould exift ati cietnal Lump of Brute Matter; I had 
* almoft faid, Dead Matter. 

© NEITHER is it more poffible to conceive, that 
“eternal Knowledge fhould not, from all Eternity, 


“have thrown that eternal Life ic was imbibed with, | 


‘into this eternal Mais of Matter capable, fo aur 
“mated, of forming fuch a beautitul Whois, but 
“have left it fo many Millions of Years un-inhavites. 
‘Bur no Difficulty, fay you, of conceiving 
“ eternal Union of thefe three Principles. ‘The Det- 
‘nition of Deity, viz. Mater imbibed with a proper 
“Vegitation, implies this eternal Life, Intelligent, 
“and Matter ; tor Intelligence cannot be conceived 
“to exift without Lite, nor Life (more or lefs) wit 
“out Intelligence; and as we /ze no Creature that hat 
© Intelligence and Life, but what likewile has in 
© Matter, it will follow, that it is not abjurd to aliclé 
€ an eternal Unity of thede three Principles. ° 
[ To be Continucd. | ¢ 
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